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The Archangel Gabriel and Fear Not: For Great Joy is Here!

Alleluia, Alleluia, Jesus Christ is Born tonight/ today. 

Thanks Be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia !!

Once more, please respond with even greater enthusiasm and confidence with the words:

“Thanks Be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia”

Jesus Christ is Born Tonight, Alleluia, Alleluia!!

Thanks Be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!

And, Merry Christmas!  ( people respond. ) “ And Merry Christmas”

Please be seated!

Fear Not!—You Shepherds, you’re about to meet the Savior of the World ! Fear Not! So today’s Gospel lesson proclaims.

( Show the picture,)

 Now, please Look at this painting of the Archangel Gabriel announcing to the Shepherds that Jesus has been born. ( pg. 144 in From Eden to Armageddon, edit. Denny L. Brown. )

Her unbelievable beauty and the holiness of her bright light commands authority and attention. And yet her radiance is also overpowering and even blinding. Look at the young man, seated in the back center of the picture. See how he shields his eyes from her stunning glory. 


This classical rendition of The Angel Gabriel doesn’t surprise us. We’ve seen many different renditions of her, a beautiful and comforting woman or man, in paintings that cover museum walls. We see versions of the beautiful, comforting glowing Angel in Christmas cards, and we see the lovely, heavenly, peace-inspiring creature in Hallmark television Christmas specials. And all those are great and real gifts, true balms for the soul and an anxious world. 


But, these beautiful, gentle Angels don’t do justice to the Angels of the Biblical world. No, Biblical Angels, may be beautiful, but their most compelling attributes are their awesome power and authority. The Biblical Angel is much more like the lion Aslan from CS Lewis’ Narnia Tales. The Biblical Angel is a wild, dangerous, terrifying figure who can and does terrify and destroy with one lion’s roar! 

The Biblical Angels come as God’s messengers to proclaim the Word of God. And sometimes these Angels come as God’s servants do the will of God, demanding our attention and our obedience. Biblical Angels come to say Good, Life-changing things. They come to do Good, Life changing things. And The Angels come to Fight for Good, Life-enhancing things. Biblical Angels probably look much more like this figure.

 Show the picture. 

Here you see a Holy warrior Angel, who looks like he stepped right out of a modern fantasy novel. This picture might disturb you and not seem Christmassy, and I certainly don’t mean to disturb your Christmas image. Yet, I believe Angels are supposed to shock us. They are supposed to drive us out of our comfort zones. 

This Archangel speaks the word of God. He’s a Holy Angel who is ready to fight on God’s side. A Holy Messenger who proclaims the birth of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the World. This warrior Angel is fierce and determined, dead-set on doing his God-given duty of introducing the Savior Christ.

So, like this image of the warrior Archangel Gabriel, Jesus too comes as a fierce and tough character. Christ is no push-over, no gentle simpleton. No, Christ is a Savior who lifts up the broken-hearted, heals the wounded, and welcomes the neglected, the lonely, and the spurned.

 Jesus is The Savior who fights to defend the innocent and the victims. He’s the Savior who fights the evils of injustice, poverty, hatred, ignorance, and indifference. Of course, his weapon is not a sword. No, Jesus employs much more powerful weapons. He fights the suffering of our world, empowered by the endless heart, mind, strength, and resilience of God. 

And, Jesus has countless companions in this noble battle. For, Jesus our Savior calls us to partner with God in fighting every day against suffering and evil. We, you and I, created in God’s image and filled with the Holy Spirit-- we are God’s hands and feet. Every one of us is God’s heart and God’s mind at work in our world right now, and tomorrow, and every day. We are God’s ambassadors here in Newtown Square and all around the world, commissioned to make our world a better place. 

And when we get discouraged, or afraid, or overwhelmed, we have Jesus our Savior who reminds us that God is always with us, Immanuel. When we need that boost of confidence, Jesus reminds us that with God anything and everything is possible. With God we can never give up. With God we can pray, and speak, and work, and together we can transform our world. (pause)

Now, I imagine that some of you are perplexed. ( pause ) It’s easy to believe that Christmas is only about the beautiful, the innocent, and the holiest of babies, Jesus the Christ. It’s comforting to believe in a Christmas with a gentle, peaceful soul who has come to save us all. And certainly that’s one of Christ’s gifts- a gentle, quiet, soul-calming presence. 

In the Baby Jesus, in the Man Jesus, God brings us the peace which passes all human understanding- such, such a wonderful Christmas gift. The Blessings of happiness and joy. Don’t ever take those blessings for granted! (pause)

 God wants you to be peaceful and joyful and calm. God wants you to be healthy, happy, and well! God wants us to have those epiphanies of grace and peace. I urge you! Believe and trust in these promises!

The Christmas story does offer this Blessed Assurance. Christmas reassures us that the world is not as it seems. Love can and will triumph over hatred. A little baby in a manger has given us all we need to resist the darkness and to shed light in the world. Compassion can and will triumph over self-centeredness. Justice can and will triumph over sin. With God, inside of each of us, and all around us, with God’s power permeating the world, we can and we must do so much good! We can and we must make our world a much, much better place!

That’s why Hallmark is so popular. That’s why,  you may, like me, love the predictable, made-for television movies, the endless revisions of the classical Jimmy Stewart movie, It’s a Wonderful Life. We love George the banker and his family. We love the bumbling Angel Clarence, desperately trying to save George from self-destruction, desperately trying to get his wings and earn full Angel status. 

We love when justice, and good, and love prevail. We love when the underdog or the unloved and neglected rises up and overcomes her obstacles to be happy and peaceful. You know that the story will finish well and you will feel good, satisfied, and even happy. All the world will be well with these Hollywood versions of life. It’s great. And, it’s reassuring.   

But, sometimes the Hallmark or Hollywood version of life is too simple, too neat and too clean. Our lives are generally much messier and more complicated. As much as we fantasize, we can’t fix or control everything. Sometimes, even though it’s quite frustrating, we have to live with the unresolved, the uncertain, the ambiguous, and the chaotic. In these very unsettled times we need our Savior Christ who has our back. We need our God who gives us confidence and courage to persist with patience and perspective, who comforts and encourages and challenges us to trust, even when life is messy and mysterious. This is the faith, hope, and love that Jesus brought us that first Christmas morning.  

And now a true Christmas Miracle—Every year, like many clergy, I spend countless hours and some sleepless nights trying, often desperately, to come up with just the right story, just the right illustration to bring the Christmas sermon to life. This year I was searching the web when I found this picture of The Archangel Gabriel as a warrior, by an artist who shall remain anonymous. Then I spent several hours trying to buy a copy of the picture on the internet for this sermon, but for various reasons, I kept striking out. Just when I was about to give up, I stumbled upon a phone number which I then called.

 A minute later I was speaking to the artist in his home 1500 miles away from Newtown Square. Eventually, the artist succumbed to my beseeching, broke his own business rule, and agreed to mail me his picture. Normally, the artist only sells through internet stores, and he never sells directly to customers. But, by God’s grace, I won him over. And then we began to talk some more.

I soon learned that the artist was raised an Episcopalian, and he even shared our communication with his Episcopalian parents who were delighted. So, we shared some more of our lives and struggles.

Sadly, people stop buying art as the economy flounders, and so the artist and his family have struggled greatly. Then his wife got sick and became disabled, and so they lost her income as well. Yet, he remarked in an e-mail to me, “ We’ve seen so many little miracles to help us get by, keep afloat, and find beauty in the world around us. “  

Your generous contributions to the Rector’s Discretionary fund facilitated a sizeable gift to the struggling artist. Now he can pay some bills and ease his family’s financial anxiety at Christmas. 


One Angel brought clarity, I hope, to a struggling sermon, and certainly confidence to me your preacher. One Archangel relieved some financial anxiety and brought some relief to his creator, my new friend the artist. One Angel reminds us that we are all connected and that we all need each other. 

That’s what Angels do best. They bring you glad tidings of hope, life, and love. Angels remind us that no matter what, God is always with each and every one of you! God always loves you! No Matter What!  And God will never abandon you. No Matter What! 

May this faith always comfort and inspire you. May this faith empower you to make our world a better place tonight, tomorrow, and for the rest of your lives! 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Jesus Christ is Born tonight!

Thanks Be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

And once more with even greater faith and enthusiasm

Alleluia, Alleluia, Jesus Christ is Born tonight !

Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!

And Merry Christmas ! 

Now, in silence, let us give thanks and pray. Amen !

