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The Light of God

Let us pray. May the light of Christ fill your heart and soul. And with confidence and boldness may you share that light with the world. In God’s name we pray, Amen.

Car lights. That’s right --car lights. They are an amazing thing. Now please, Close your eyes and imagine that you are driving down the road, and it’s pitch black. No street lights. No lit buildings. No lit signs. Just you, driving in the darkness. Where would you be without your lights? Hopefully, not driving. But, if you had to drive in the dark without any lights, imagine how dangerous that would be. ( Pause )


Our ability to light up our world is one remarkable invention. You take it for granted until its dark and you need the light. Doesn’t happen so much here, but when Sara and the kids and I lived in Virginia, blackouts were a regular occurrence. On several occasions we went three days without any light but a candle and a dying flashlight. Living in the darkness is a whole world, a radically different perspective that most of us would rather avoid, at least on any kind of permanent basis. 


Light is also a great Biblical image. How interesting that the first thing God chooses to create, the absolute first thing- is not water, not land, not animals, not humans. No, it’s light. ( pause ) Light is  the first thing God chooses to create. So, we hear from the beginning of the Bible in today’s Hebrew Scripture lesson from Genesis. “ Then God said, ‘ Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good.” 

Light paves the way for the rest of creation. Perhaps, without light, God couldn’t see what God was doing, and who knows how the world might have turned out. But, instead, God began with light. But, not just one kind of light. Because, of course, we have the light of dawn and then the light of mid day, when the sun is the brightest. Sunrise and sunset- powerful but different lights. And then there’s star light and moon light. Then there are the prisms through which we see light. Water and fog and snow and even pollution—all of these elements receive the light of God and then shape how we see that light. 

Even our own experiences, our own state of mind effects how we receive light and how we experience or know that light.  If you’ve got the winter blues, a sunny day might lift your spirits. However, if your eyes hurt, or you have a headache, light is usually not your friend. 

From the Biblical perspective light is very much your friend. It’s critical for survival. Darkness is absolutely  where danger lurks. The sun light, the star light, all the lights- they protect you from danger- they help you avoid obstacles- the lights help direct your path with safety and security. So, it’s not surprising that John’s Gospel uses the image of light to refer to Christ. “The life- the eternal Christ- is the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never overcome it.”

( John 1:4-5. )

The first light of creation assumes a new shape in the light of Christ. The great lights- the sunlight, the starlight, and the entire heavenly host, they become intimate and knowable to us in the light of Christ. Yet, the amazing thing is that God doesn’t keep the light to God self. No God shares the light, the Holy vision and clarity- the road, the compass, the map. The light of God is our light. The light of Christ is Your light! 
A bright light also  appears at the first Christmas. Remember that in the ancient world, Christmas and Epiphany were celebrated as one holy day. Epiphany, which occurred this past Friday, is always on January 6th. On Epiphany we commemorate several things. One of these is the three wise men who follow the mysterious light- the star that points to Baby Jesus. If you think about it, the wise men didn’t absorb God’s light all at once. It happened for them in stages.

 In following that Star, some of God’s life seeps into them. In encountering Jesus, and Mary, and Joseph, more God light rushes into the three wise men. And then, as they courageously leave the Holy family and resolve to share the light of Christ with the world, the light of God burns even more brightly in the three wise men. It took time for God’s light to fill them up. But, each time they accepted the light, their acceptance paved the way for even more light to brighten and empower their world. 
What the wise men did that first Epiphany 2000 years ago is they took the light of God from the star and the light from Jesus in the manger, and the holy light became a growing light within them. Then, they went back out into the world to share the light of Christ with everybody they met. And down through the generations that light has been passed on to each of us. 
So, to return to the car light image, as we travel down the road of life, God’s light brightens our path. God’s light directs us down wise roads and helps us to avert distractions and obstacles. But, the light isn’t just for us to keep. For when you light up the road with your lights, you help others nearby see as well. God gave you the light within you for two reasons: 1.) so that you could avoid the dangers of darkness, the threats of sin and despair. And 2.) God gave you the light so that you could help others see- see the good choices and avoid the temptations; see and travel towards the love and justice,  and travel in safety as well.  

May God’s light fill you with hope, and may that light be a beacon that you share with the world around you. In God’s name we pray, Amen. 

