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Let us pray, “Gracious God may we carry the light of the Christ Child in our hearts and in our lives today and always, Amen.” 

Jesus Christ is Born today, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Thanks Be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Today, as you all know, is the day after Christmas. Now what? The Christ Child has come. We’ve celebrated his birth with beautiful flowers and beautiful music. We’ve sung the beautiful songs and heard the miraculous stories: the Virgin Birth, the Angels, The Shepherds, The wise men kings, even the murderous Herod who would kill an innocent child out of terror and paranoia. 


Some of you may have had a quiet past few days, and that may be comforting or sad, to have been quiet and slow. Some of you may have had a whirlwind of activity, and that frenetic pace may also have been comforting or stressful, or probably some of both. But, here you are today. Family and houseguests may still be around. But, the hubub is over. And the stores are already getting the Easter candy out. Life goes on and on. 


I started today’s sermon with the lines I used Christmas Eve and yesterday, “Jesus Christ is Born today, Alleluia, Alleluia.” And you responded, Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia.” You see Christmas is never over. As Christians, we believe Christ is born and living and loving every day, every single day of the year. That’s the point of the Prologue of John’s Gospel which we have today. “ In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the light was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 


John’s Gospel, more than any of the other Gospels is full of this heavy symbolic language. Jesus is the Word of God, the power of language to begin all creation. Remember that in the beginning of Genesis God creates the World by speaking. And that breath, in Hebrew, the ruah, and the words that come out, that is Jesus the Christ, making all life. Jesus is also the life of the universe. He is the source and strength, the replenishing fountain of all life. He is the very tiny, tiny sub-atomic particles that make up our cells, our DNA, our very blood. And Jesus is the light, the light that always overcomes the darkness. The light that can bring sight and clarity, the light that points the way, the light that guides and protects us, the light that signals to us which way to return home to God. 


Today, the day after Christmas, recognize God. See how God is alive and well. Not just in the cave in Bethlehem. Not just on festive holidays. No, God is alive and well, today, December 26th, and tomorrow Dec. 27th and December 28. Every day, of every year God is alive and well. And, because we carry some of God’s essence in us, from the beginning of creation, because we are made in God’s likeness and image, because we are a home for the Holy Spirit, we have hope and power. 


Christ gave us the gift of words to build up and to strengthen. The gift of words to encourage and to comfort. Christ gave us light and life so that we might not succumb to the abyss and to darkness. Christmas isn’t one day of the year. It’s every day. Be confident. Be bold. Share the words of hope and love that are in your heart. Allow others to lift you up with their hope and love. Be alive. Live. And be a light and a source of life for the world. 


From the beginning and for always, God is with you. That is one amazing , wonderful, and spectacular commitment. Be of good cheer! You are loved. You’re not alone. God wants the very, very best for you. May the joy of Christmas lighten your heart and guide your feet this day and always. 

Jesus Christ is Born today, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

And Merry Christmas!

