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Jesus Christ is Born tonight / today. Alleluia, Alleluia!


Thanks Be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!!

Once more, respond with “Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!” 


Jesus Christ is Born today, Alleluia, Alleluia. 


Thanks Be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!!

Please be seated. 


Merry Christmas! Tonight, today, we celebrate Christmas Miracles! We celebrate that Jesus the Christ was born in a cave, not a manger, but a cave on the hillside of Bethlehem. Yes, there were ox and ass, and chickens, and goats, probably not dinosaurs, but you never know. God is miraculous! 


Jesus was a Miracle Birth! A Young 14-year-old Virgin Mother! The Holiest of Women! The Mother of God and her tiny baby. A young, patient, loving husband, utterly confused and in shock, no doubt. Both of the young parents, honorable and courageous. Shepherds and wise men and angels, as we just saw, celebrated Jesus’ birth. Jesus was alive 2000 years ago and he’s still alive today. How can you miss him? He’s right here, right now at St. Alban’s, this very second, and this is the most Wonderful Miracle of All!


That Holy family survived the murderous impulses of King Herod, and then they survived 2 years as a refugee family in Egypt. That’s a Miracle! 


That little homeless boy Jesus grew into the Savior of the World! And that’s a Miracle! In his short life, he healed nameless and helpless women and children and men. Person by person, family by family, Jesus changed the world, and he’s still hard at work today. 


In fact, we all know Christ’s loving, dynamic work because we help him out. You, the faithful people of St. Alban’s are partners with Christ. You are his hands and feet at work in the world. You are his heart, his brain, and his muscles. Like Christ, you, St. Alban’s, change the world, person, by person, day by day. 


Today dozens of women around Delaware County are sleeping a bit easier because of you. The incredible need is there and you have responded most generously. You gave and you gave and you gave—food, and sanitary products; soap and toilet paper -- so that all our neighbors would have enough. And you gave and you gave Christmas presents so that children in Philadelphia are smiling right now! 


Two-thousand years ago, Mary and Joseph and Jesus were in BIG trouble. They were shut out, alone, and in crisis! Somebody let the Holy Family use the cave for free. Jesus, and Joseph, and Mary certainly didn’t make it by themselves. People responded to their need and their pleas for help. They were utterly dependent upon the kindness of strangers, the love and charity of people they knew and lots of people they didn’t. 


Just as friends and anonymous people helped out Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus, so, you St. Alban’s have responded to an urgent, anonymous cry for help. Your generosity and love paid rent and living expenses, giving a Mother in crisis, that critical bridge so she could resume caring for her children. Your kindness allows her to be a full-time Mother, for just a short while, to build those crucial Mother-child bonds, the kind of bonds Mary and Jesus built. You’ve given her the breathing room so that when she returns to work in February, she will have built, with your tremendous help, a firm foundation for her young family. 


You, St. Alban’s responded with incredible generosity when storms wreaked havoc across our property this past year. And you St. Alban’s continue to pay for this beautiful building. Every day, tens of thousands of commuters and neighbors and shoppers at Wawa or Luigi’s are blessed by St. Alban’s. People just passing by, begin to hum, and their hearts begin to warm, as they sing the Christmas carols chimed by our bells. With that music, you plant a miracle in so many unsuspecting lives! 


And these are just a few examples of the many, many quiet acts of ministry that enlighten St. Alban’s. They’re just the tip of the iceberg of your faithfulness and goodness. Person by person, family by family, St. Alban’s, your work is awesome and critically important! 


Yes, St. Alban’s, we are just a little Church, but, boy are we MIGHTY! With Christ, every day, our small Church St. Alban’s does gigantic things! With God, this humble congregation dreams, plans, and then does extraordinary things. You plant seeds, and those seeds scatter life and hope and peace down the street and around the world. 


Of course, Jesus The Christ is the first and primary Christmas Miracle! And with God’s grace and power, St. Alban’s shares vibrant Christmas Miracles near and far! Hear the Angels Sing! Hear God Rejoice! You, St. Alban’s, are a Light in the Darkness! You, St. Alban’s, are a message of loving hope in a desperately hurting world. 


Rejoice and Give Thanks for all God is doing in our midst! Rejoice and Give Thanks, St. Alban’s, You, are a Christmas Miracle! You are proof that God’s love works and matters. You are proof that 

Jesus Christ is Born tonight, today, Alleluia, Alleluia!!

Thanks Be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia!

And Merry Christmas!!

